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Introduction

• Climate change is 
THE topical issue of 
our decade

• Monthly heat 
records have 
increased 8-fold

• There is enough ice 
left to raise global 
sea level by 65 
metres

• Irreversible tipping 
points

Include some picture! 

Ballester et al. (2023) in NatureBarriopedro et al. (2011) with update 
from 2025

Hottest summers in 

Europe since AD 1500:

2024

2022

2021

2010

2018

© National Geographic 2023
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Tourism is not only a contributor to 
but also a sufferer of climate change

© AFD (2020)
© Bonnfilm / Klaus Schmidt / Sepp Spiegl (2022) © James Gourley/AAP
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• Types of activities in a destination (temperature, 
rainfalls, water quality, water levels in water bodies, 
biodiversity, spread of jellyfish or algae etc.)

• Length and quality of the season
• Cost (water supply, heating and cooling systems, 

snowmaking, upkeep of touristic infrastructure)
• Sensitive ecosystems, such as oceans, lakes, wetlands 

and forests and mountain landscapes are impaired 
and endangered by climatic changes

• Customer expectation (green meadows, vineyards, 
golden sandy beaches etc.)

Include some picture! 

© CHRISTOF STACHE/AFP

Consequences of climate change
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• UN Climate Conference in 2015 in Paris
• Agreement on a limit to average global warming to 

well below 2° C compared to pre-industrial levels
Include some picture! 

© consilium.europa.eu

Paris Agreement
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Conference of the Parties of the UNFCCC

• 10 November – 21 
November 2025 in Brasil, 
Belém

Include some picture! 

© Blackout News

COP 30 in Belém
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The Glasgow Declaration

• COP 26 in Glasgow in 2021
• Outcome: Glasgow Declaration for 

Climate Action in Tourism
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© Mirabilia Network

The Glasgow Declaration
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Pathway 1 - Measure
• Measuring GHG emissions in tourism
• Emission calculation standards
• Compensation / Carbon-offsetting

The Glasgow Declaration

Pathway 2 - Decarbonise
• Reducing carbon emissions
• Transport, infrastructure, accommodation, 

activities, food, waste

Pathway 3 - Regenerate
• Resilience, risk and vulnerability
• Restoration and protection of ecosystems
• Climate change adaptation

Pathway 4 - Collaborate
• Multinational stakeholder initiatives
• Destination management 
• Collaboration with guests / communication

Pathway 5 - Finance
• Supporting climate action 

financially
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© Mirabilia Network

The Glasgow Declaration
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Pathway 1 - Measure

• There are many different emission 
calculation standards in
tourism

• In 2023 UNWTO has published an 
overview of methodologies and tools to 
measure GHG emissions

• Overview of assessment methodologies 
for
• Air transport
• Ground transport
• Accommodation
• Tour operators
• Destinations

© UNWTO (2023)
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Pathway 1 - Measure

• CountEmissionsEU Initiative
• Single methodology for calculating GHG 

emissions from transport services
• ISO 14083 global standard established 

in 2023
• Calculation of all modes of transport, 

including passenger and freight
• Greenhouse Gas Protocol (GHG)
• A private, transnational standard for 

accounting and reporting GHG 
emissions in companies

© European Parliament (2023)

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/757562/EPRS_BRI(2023)757562_EN.pdf
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© Mirabilia Network

The Glasgow Declaration



SLIDE 14

Pathway 2 - Decarbonise

• How can we reduce carbon emissions?
• How can we decarbonise the following segments of 

the tourism value chain?

MobilityAir travel

Accomo-
dation

FoodActivities
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Pathway 2 - Decarbonise

• Compensation a temporary solution
• Airlines to be obliged to add a growing proportion of 

alternative but more expensive fuels: Sustainable 
Aviation Fuels (SAF)

• Alternative fuel (SAF) from used fats and biowaste 
already in use in small quantities

• In the future synthetic fuel are to be added, which can 
be produced from existing CO2 and hydrogen

• Synthetic fuel is scarce and expensive
• Airbus wants to present a hydrogen-powered aircraft 

by 2035 (limited range and passenger numbers)

Air travel
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Pathway 2 - Decarbonise

• Climate-friendly arrival and departure options
• Alternative mobility options on site (e.g. electric 

vehicles, bike rental, car sharing)
• Promotion of public transport
• E-charging stations for customers

Mobility
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Pathway 2 - Decarbonise

Mobility

• The Zell am See-Kaprun Mobility Card allows visitors to use public transport free 
of charge from May 1st until October 31st.

• More than 100 public and private E-Car and E-Bike charging stations across the 
region set a high standard for promoting the growth of e-mobility and active 
transportation.

© EU Tourism Plattform, Salzburg Verkehr
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Pathway 2 - Decarbonise

Activities

Promotion of climate-friendly activities
• Walking tours
• Hiking

• Biking
• Canoeing or paddling
• Bike tours

© Bremen Tourism
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Pathway 2 - Decarbonise

© Bremen Tourism
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Pathway 2 - Decarbonise

Accomo-
dation

• Heating / cooling of built infrastructure
• Efficient resource use
• Communicating the operational measures to guests
• Create incentives for behavioral change (nudging, rewards, etc.)
• Fundraising for sustainability initiatives
• Raise travelers' awareness of climate impacts
• Local sourcing
• Sustainability certification
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Pathway 2 - Decarbonise

Food

• Local, seasonal and organic sourcing
• Offering vegan and vegetarian options
• UN Roadmap: 4 steps showcasing how tourism stakeholders can take action

on food waste reduction

© Winnow / UN Tourism / Klimato
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© Mirabilia Network

The Glasgow Declaration
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Pathway 3 - Regenerate

• Restoration and protection of 
ecosystems

• Climate change adaptation

© Suryasis Dasgupta / Behaviour x Climate (2025)
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Pathway 3 - Regenerate

• Storm surges and cyclones
• Heavy rains and floods
• Heat waves and droughts
• Forest fires
• Coastal erosion
• Loss of biodiversity

Climate change induced risks for the tourism industry
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Pathway 3 - Regenerate

• Climate Central

• Increase the resilience of the tourism system
• Strengthen ability to take action in the face 

of uncertainty
• Increase coping capacities and adaptive 

capacities
© Climate Central
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Pathway 3 - Regenerate

© Visit Valencia, Tourismusmarketing Niedersachsen, ZENAT

https://fundacion.visitvalencia.com/sites/default/files/media/downloadable-file/files/Study-to-access-risks-vulnerabilities-tourism-climate-change-valencia.pdf
https://nds.tourismusnetzwerk.info/inhalte/klimawandel-nachhaltigkeit/klimawandel-und-tourismus/ergebnisse-klimawandel-anpacken/
https://tourismusnetzwerk-brandenburg.de/gutachten-zur-klimafolgenanpassung-gestartet
https://tourismusnetzwerk-brandenburg.de/gutachten-zur-klimafolgenanpassung-gestartet
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© Mirabilia Network

The Glasgow Declaration
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Pathway 4 - Collaborate

• Multinational stakeholder initiatives
• Cooperation with destination partners
• Sustainability communication with guests

Ein Bild, das Text, Schrift, Grafiken, Logo enthält.

Automatisch generierte Beschreibung

© The Long  Run / Future of Tourism / Futouris e.V. / SBT / COP2018 / TourCert

https://www.futureoftourism.org/
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Pathway 4 - Collaborate

• Cooperation with destination partners
• Collaboration with guests

© Bundesamt für Umwelt BAFU, Ministerium für Wirtschaft, Industrie, Klimaschutz und Energie des Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen, TourismusMarketing Niedersachsen GmbH, Leipzig Travel

https://tourismusnetzwerk-brandenburg.de/sites/default/files/medien/dokumente/8195_brosch-a4-klimaheft.pdf
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Pathway 4 - Collaborate

• Sustainability communication with guests

What can I 
communicate?

Where can I 
communicate?

How can I 
communicate?

© Message ACE Hotel NYC from helloyok.com © helloyok

© Västmanland Tourism (2019)
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© Mirabilia Network

The Glasgow Declaration
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Pathway 5 - Finance

• Supporting climate action financially

Public
funding

Organisational 
initiatives
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Pathway 5 - Finance

• Supporting climate action financially

Public
funding
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Pathway 5 - Finance

• Supporting climate action financially

Organisational 
initiatives

© davos.ch
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Pathway 5 - Finance

• Supporting climate action financially

Organisational 
initiatives

© Wonderful Copenhagen 2024
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Pathway 5 - Finance

• Supporting climate action financially

Organisational 
initiatives

© TANO 2024

https://tano.travel/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Konzeption_TANO_08.2024.pdf?utm_source=CleverReach&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=09.08.24+Dreiundf%C3%BCnfzig+Grad-News_August+2024&utm_content=Mailing_15514779
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© Mirabilia Network

The Glasgow Declaration
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What’s next?

• Where do you have operational control?

• What is one area of sustainability that 

particularly interests you?

• Who are potential partners you could 

team up with?

• Consult good-practices 

• Set a goal
© iStock
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Thank you!

www.interregeurope.eu/TOURBO Bremen Tourism

Teamlead Tourism Strategy
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Let’s continue the conversation…
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